Molecular analysis of a CML patient with a long duration of chronic phase before and after lymphoid blast crisis.
A patient who was diagnosed with chronic myeloid leukemia remained in chronic phase for 14 years before progressing into a lymphoid blast crisis in 1983. The acute phase was successfully treated, and the patient has remained in an indolent chronic phase to date. Cytogenetic and molecular analysis during this second chronic phase confirm the presence of the Philadelphia chromosome and its transcribed BCR-ABL mRNA. The breakpoint within M-bcr occurred in the 3' portion of the region and expressed a hybrid joining the b3 exon of BCR to the a2 exon of ABL.